(5iving Has PBenefits

“Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken
together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you
use, it will be measured to you.”

-Luke 6:38

We all want to receive. Gifts, raises, promotions, favors, all are something we
[ove to be 8iven. But, how many of us actua[[y (ike to 8ive? Or, 1f we do [ove to 8ive,
how many of us actually practice giving on a regular basis? ‘In Quke 6:38, Jesus makes
a profounc[ statement. ¢In essence, he says that 1f we would [ike to receive we need to
give in the same proportions that we would want to be given. One problem with this
promise, howewver, is the direction peop[e s hearts go in trxzing to [ive it out, Se[ﬁshness
is quite an easy character trait to acquire as human Beings. We need to be carefu[ in
8iving that our heart is to bless and to serve those peop[e and the dord, not in order to
indirect(y serve ourselves,

We do not want to 8ive in order to receive. We want to 8ive in order to bless
people. Jesus said, “For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to

serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”1 Jesus heart was not, what can
you do for meQ?  His heart was, what can I do for youQ And he was the son of
(od! We, as children of (5od, need to be on guarc[. We need to watch our hearts to be
sure that we do not have wrong motives, Sometimes this can be a very difficult task. G)o
help accomplish this task, we can ask others (those who know us best) to express their
opinions on our motives based on our actions. For out of the overflow of the heart

the mouth speaks.”2 Jesus mentioned our speech, but the same concept applies to our
actions, We need to be carefu[ not to be c[efensive, so be carefu[ in who you choose to
critique you and be prepared to be critiqued.

We also want to give to others in order to bless and please (5o0d. (50d, our great,
[oving, and mercifu[ father is so much more worthxz of amzthing we could ever offer.
%a[[xz, the on[\Z thing we can oﬂ'er to the ord is ourselves: our [ives, hearts, minds,
and bodies. C[f we want to [ive for the Jord and bless him and grow as believers, we
must fo[[ow his commands, (Not on[\Z that, but we obexz cheerfu[[y, comp[ete[xz, and
immediately. Qur motivation, in all that we do, needs to be to bless the Jord. Giving,
even 1f we do end up receiving, needs to be about Bfessing the Jord as well.

! Mark 10:45
> Mathew 12:34b
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I have said this before, but our primary motivation for giving should NEDER
be to receive. Phat is selfishness. (sod calls us to be humble servants, ”God opposes

the proud but gives grace to the humble.”” CIt seems quite inadvisable to do something
that will cause (5od to oppose us. So, instead, et s try to f[ive humble [ives.

(5od wants to bless us and there are scores of promises in the (Bible attesting to
the fact. One such promise is about 8iving and receiving. We all enjoxz receiving, but we
must all be carefu[ not to 8ive with the wrong motives, ‘We must 8ive in order to serve

(5od and bless people and (NG merely to receive.

® James 4:6b

©2008 Zack Nolette All rights reserved. Used by Permission.



