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“In the time of Herod king of Judea there was a priest named Zechariah, wh
belonged to the priestly division of Abijah; his wife Elizabetisvalso a
descendant of AaroBoth ofthem were upright in the sight of God, observing all
the Lord's commandments and regulations blamegleBst they had no children,
because Elizabeth was barren; and they were both well along in years.

Once when Zechariah's division was on duty amevhs serving as priest before
God, he was chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to go ini
the templeof the Lord and burn incens&nd when the time for the burning of
incense came, all the assembled worshippers were praying outside.

Then an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing at thesraghof the altar
of incenseWhen Zechariah saw him, he was startled and was gripped with feai
But the angel said to him: 'Do not be afraid, Zechariah; your prayer has been h
Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you are to give him the name Johr
He will be a joy and delight to you, and many will rejoice because of his birth, fi
he will be geat in the sight of the LortHe is never to take wine or other
fermented dnk, and he will be filled with ta Holy Spirit even from birthtMany
of the people of Israel will he Img back to the Lord their Godnd he will go on
before the Lord, in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the father
their childrenand the disobedient to the wisdom of the rightedoisnake ready a
people prepared for the Lord.'

Zechariah asked the aglgHow can | be sure of thisam an old man and my
wife is well along in years.'

Theangel answered, 'l am Gabriettand in the presence Giod,and | have
been sent to speak to you and to tell you this good mEwesnow you will be
silent and not able to speak until the day this happens, because you did not be
my words, which will come true at their proper time.'

Meanwhile the people were waiting for Zechariah and wondering why he
stayed so long in thtempleWhen he came auhe could not speak to theirhey
realized he had seen a vision in the temple, for he kept making signs to them k
remained unable tepeak.

When his time of service wacompleted, he returned horAdter this his wife
Elizabeth became pregnant and for fmenths remained in seclusidmhe Lord
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has done this form me,' she said, "In these days he has shown his favor and ta
awaymy disgrace among the people(Luke 1:525NIV).
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What disgrace did Elizabeth experiencdih(: think about the culture!)
What could John the Baptist be entrusted to Elizabeth and Zechariah?
What great things would John do for God?

What dsgrace would you like the Lord to remove from your life?

Letds Act out what happened to Z
Did God do what the angel promised?

O Come All Ye Faithful (C.C. pg.2), Joy to the World (C.C. pg.3), Jingle

Bells (Wee Sing pg.10).
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"In the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galile
to a virgin pledged to be married to a man nadwskph, a descendant of David
The virgin's name was Maryhe angel went to her and sai@reetings, you who
are highly favored! The Lord is with you.'

Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered wihdtdf greeting this
might be. But tk angel said to helo not be afraid, Maryou have found favor
with God.You will be with child and give birth to a son, and yaa t give him
the name Jesuble will be great and will be dad the Son of the Most Higithe
Lord God will give him thehrone of his father David, and he will reign over the
house of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end.’

"How will this be," Mary asked the angel, "since | am a virgin?"

The angel answered, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the pdwlez o
Most High will overshadow youso the holy one to be bowill be called the Son
of God.Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and
she who was said to lbarren is in her sixth montRkor nothing is impossible with
God'

‘| am the lord's servant,’ Mary answeretflay it be to me as you have said.'
Then the angel feher," (Luke 1:2638 NIV)

How was Maryodos reaction differen
Contrast her question to the angelwdtle c har i ahds quest
Why does the angel mention that Elizabeth, her relative, is going to have
baby?

What difficult circumstances might lie ahead for Mary?

Describe Maryos heart toward God
What does it meaot hongusstiomhhpgs$i

= =2 = = =4 =2
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1 What do you think angels look like?
1 Would you be scared if you suddenly saw a big shiny angel?
1 What did the angel promise Mary?

Angels We Have Heard on High (C.C. pg. 10), Hark! ThealdeAngels
Sing (C.C. pg.10)Away in the Manger (C.C. pg.12).
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"At that time Mary got ready and hurried to a town in the hill country of Juda
where she entered Zechariah's home and greeted Elizlieth Elizabeth heard
Mary'sgreeting, the baby leaped in her womb, and Elizabethfited with the
Holy Spirit. In a loud voice she exclaime@lessed are you among women, and
bles®d is the child you will beaBut why am | so favored, that the motloémy
Lord should come to e?As soon as the sound of your greeting reached my ear:
the kaby in my womb leaped for jofalessed is she who has believed that what tf
Lord has said to her wibe accomplished!"Luke 1:3945NIV).

= =4

= =4
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Why would Mary go visit Elizabeth?

How would Mary be a blessing to Elizabeth? (Note: Elizabeth was in her
sixth month when Gabriel appears, Mary travels and stays about 3 montt
How would Elizabeth be a help to Mary? (See Titus%):3

|l nside EIli zabet hds wo mbHoly SpoithWwhy i s
does He | eap when he hears the s
Elizabeth is then filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesies. What does the
prophetic word mean?

Why does EIlizabeth calll Mary, fit
What can we see about the rofehe Holy Spirit in relationship to Jesus?
How can we be more filled with the Holy Spirit?
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T Baby John in Elizabethdés tummy w
voice. Why do you think he was so happy?

Angels From th&kealms of Glory (C.C. pg.13)yhat Child is This? (C.C.
pg.9),It Came Upon A Midnight Clear (C.C. pg.7)
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"And Mary said:
"My soulpraises the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he has b
mindful of the hunble state of his servant.
From now on all generations will call me blessed, for the Mighty One has done
great things for meholy is his name.
His mercy extends tthose who fear him, from generation to generation.
He has performed mighty deeds with his arm; he has scattered those who are
in their inmost thoughts.
He has brought down rulers from their thrones but has lifted up the humble.
He has filled the hagry with good things but has sent the rich away empty.
He has helped his servant Israel, remembering to be merciful to Abraham and
descendants forever, even as he said to our fathers.’

Mary stayed with Elizabeth for about terenonths and thentrened homé,
(Luke 1:4656 NIV).

1 Mary bursts out with praise to God! List the character traits she proclaims
about the Lord.

List the things God does in the earth.

What similar things have you seen God do in your lifetime in a personal,
church, national, or international level?

= =4

f Mary sings a song to God about t
song for God tod about Christmas things that make us happy.

O Holy Night(A.M.C.C. pg.10)Mar yo6s Chr Whkile mas S
Shepherds Watched Their Flocks (C.C. pg.11), Deck the Halls (C.C. pg.14).
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"When it was time for Elizabeth to have &by, she gave birth to a sdter
neighbors andelatives heard that the Lord had shown her great mercy, and the
shared her joy.

On the eighth day they came to circumcise the child, and they were going tc
name him after his father Zechariah, butrhisther spoke up and said, "Néa¢ is
to be cakd John.'

They said to her, "There is no one among your relatives who has that name.

Then they made signs to his father, to find out whattwald like to name the
child. He asked for a writing tablet, and to everyone's astonishineenwrote, "Hb
name is Johnlmmediately his mouth was opened and his tongue was loosed, &
hebegan to speak, praising Gdde neighbors were all filled with awe, and
throughout the hill country of Judea people were talking about all these things.
Everyone who hard this wondered about it, asking, "Whadrths this child going
to be?For the Lord's hand was with him[like 1:5766 NIV).

1 What evidence is there that Elizabeth and Zechariah are obedient to Goc
1 How does God reward their obedience?

T Whyi s this situation the subject

1 What did people wonder and ask about John?

T What evidence is there that the

1 Why did Zechariah name the baby John?

1 How can you obegod in your life?

God Rest YaMerry Gentlemen (C.C. pg.15p Christmas Tre@Nee Sing
pg.9),Here We Come A Caroling (Wee Sing pg.6)
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"His father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied:
"Praise beo the Lord, the God of Israel, because he has come and has redeemnr
his people.
He has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of his servant David (a
said through his holy prophets of long ago),
salvation from our enemies and from trend of all who hate us
to show mercy to our fathers and to remember his holy covenant, the oath he ¢
to our father Abraham:
to rescue us from the hand of our enemies, and to enable us to serve him with
fear in holiness and righteousness beforedllmur days.
And you, my child, will be called a prophet of the Most High; for you will go on
before the Lord to prepare the way for him,
to give his people the knowledge of salvation through the forgivehdssir sins,
becaus®f the tender mercy of our God, by which the rising sun will come to us
from heaven
to shine on those living in darkness and in the shadow of death,
to guide our feet into the path of peace.'

And the child grew and became strong in spirit; andveel lin the desert until
he appeared publicly to Isr&€¢Luke 1:6780 NIV).

1 Zechariahwas filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied over his son. Whe
will Johnds role be in the natio

1 How can John prepare for his future ministry?

1 How can you prepare for your future ministry?
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1 Zechariah sang a song for his son, John about all the great things God w
do for his country through JohMake up a song or poem about how God
will use you to teach people about Jesus.

Silent Night(C.C. pg.1),The First Noel (C.C. pg.6), The Little Drummer
Boy (Wee Sing pg.32).
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“This is how the birth ofesus Christ came abotiis mother Mary was
pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was foun
be withchild through the Holy SpiriBecause Joseph her husband was a righteo
man and did not want to expose her to publicrdisg, he had in mind to divorce
her quietly.

But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a
dream and said, "Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as
wife, because what is conceived in her is ftbmHoly Spirit.She will give birth
to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his pe
from their sins.’

All this took place to fulfill what the Lortiad said through the prophéthe
virgin will be with child and willgive birth to a son, anithey will call him
Immanueld which means, "God with us.’

When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded |
and took Mary hom&o behis wife.But he had no union with her until she gave
birth toa son And he gave him the name JeSydatthew 1:1825 NIV).

Why was Joseph going to divorce Mary?

Why did he want to do it quietly?

How did a dream change Josephos
Josephad to be obedient to God so
Describe Joseph and his walk with God.

Where in your life do you need to grow in being obedient to the Lord?
How will your obedience affect other people?

How will your disobedience afé other people?

= =2 = = =2 =2 =

What did God tell Joseph to do?
What things does the Lord tell us to do that can be difficult or confusing?

= =4
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Come On Ring Those Bells Angels Wevel&leard on High (C.C.
pg.10),Hark! The HeraldAngels Sing! (C.C. pg8)
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DECEMBER 23:

"In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census shdudd bé te
the entire Roman worldThis was the first census that took place whileri@iuis
was governor of SyriaAnd everyone werib his own town to register.

So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to
Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of D
He went there to register with Mg who was expecting a chil@vhile they were
there, the time came for the baby to be born, and shebgdlveo her firstborn, a
son.She wrapped him in strips of cloth and placed him in a manger, because tt
was no room for them in the irifLuke 2:1:7 NIV).

A =_2=_-_=

A censusTaxes. Traveling. Poor accommodations. Inconvenient time to
give birth. What lies from Satan could Mary have believed about her
circumstances a®d Godds care for
How did the Lord use all these things to fulfill His prophetic words and
grand purposes?

Are there any situations in your life that can be looked at in a new way?

Do you like to travel?

What does your mommy pack when you travel?

What do you think Joseph and Mary packed for their trip?

How do you think they traveled?

Would your mommy like to travel right before she is about to have a baby
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O Little Town of Bethlehen{C.C. pg.5), Away in the Manger (C.C.
pg.12), O Holy Night (A.M.C.C. pg.10)
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“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with Gadi tlae Word
was GodHe was with God in the beginning.

Through him all things were made: without him nothwas made that has
been maddn himwas life, andhat life was the light of mehe light shines in
the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.

There came a man who was siat God; his name was Johtie came as a
witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all mentrbgjleve.
He himself was not the light; he cam&yas a witness to the lighthe true light
that gives light to every man was coming into the world.

He was in the world, and though the world was made through hemyahd
did not recognize hinHe came to that which was his ownt bis own did not
receive himYet to all who received him , to those who believed in his name, he
gave the ght to become children of Gadchildren born not of natural descent,
nor of human decision or a husband's vatlit born of God.

The Word became flesind lived for awhile among ug/e have seen his glory,
the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and
truth.

John testifies concerning hirde cries out, saying, This was he of whom |
said, "He who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me."

From the fullness of his grace we have all received one blessing after anoth
For the law was given through Moses; grace arti tame through Jesus Christ.
No one has ever seen God, but God the only Son, who is at the Father's side,
mace him known," John 1:118 NIV).

Define Word.

Define Light.

Define Life.

Define Witness

Describe how Jesus is the Word, Lightdd.ife.

A =222
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How does one become a child of God?

How does Jesus reveal Goddés gl or
Think about word and actions in the life of Jesus. What do they reveal ac
Godds nature?

1 How can we be a witness to the light like Joive Baptist?

= =4 =

How long has God been around?
Jesus shows us all about God. What things do we know about God and \
is He like?

= =4

El Shadaii (I.V. pg.8)Joy to the World! (C.C.pg.3), Jesus Christ Has
Come to Give us Libert{l.V. pg.19),0 Come All Ye Faithful (C.C. pg.2)

Traveling Dinner. We travel somewhere and eat dinner becaus:t
Joseph and Mary were traveling Christmas Eve. Ideas for tradeliagch, parks,
or someoneds house. For moCekbraeel p w
Christmas with a Traveling Dinnext Currclick or The Old Schoolhouse Store
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Open in prayer thanking Jesus and telling Him that we are here to worship
Him!!

Hark the Herll Angels Sing! (pg.8)

"In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should
taken of the entire Roman worl(This was the first census that took place while
Quirinius was governor of SyriaAnd everyone went to his own town to register.
So Joseph also wenp from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to
Bethlehem the town of David, because he belongélde house and line of
David,” (Luke 2:14 NIV).

O Come AllYe Faithful (pg.2)

He went there to register with Mary, whosvaledged to be married to
him and was expecting a child/hile they were there the time came for the baby
to be boril' (Luke 2:56 NIV).

O Little Town of
Bethlehem(pg.5)

"and she gavbirth to her firstborn, a soishe wrapped him in strips of
cloth and placed him in a manger, because tvageno room for them in the irin,
(Luke 2:7NIV).
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