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The Five R’s! 
 

 

 

 

 

In This Chapter 

 
Reading 

 

(a)Rithmetic 

 

(w)Riting 

 

Rhetoric 

 

Research 
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 “I don‟t understand why I have to do my math.  I want to be a writer.  I‟ll never need it,” 

John pleaded earnestly with his mom. 

 “Well, let‟s just forget math, then.  That will free up our day for more reading and 

writing.” 

 “More reading and writing?!  I was thinking more along the lines of more time for video 

games and football!”  John admitted, shaking his head wearily.  Why didn‟t his mom get it?  She 

just didn‟t know what subjects he really needed.  He knew in his heart that he really would never 

use spelling or grammar either—not with spell-check on his computer.  Some subjects were just 

obsolete now.  When would his mother wake up to the twenty-first century? 

 John, of course, did grow up to be a writer.  He wrote science textbooks and, boy, was he 

glad that his mother stuck to her guns and made him learn math.  Chemistry and physics are full 

of math, you know! 
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 Is spelling necessary?  Do we still need to learn multiplication tables when everything is 

computerized and calculators are allowed on SATs?  What is really important and what is trivial?  

Is there a foundation that all subjects rest on?  I believe there is!   

 The foundation for future learning in all areas rests on God 

Himself and His Word.  There is no substitute for a personal 

relationship with Jesus and a life set on knowing Him.  Someone 

who loves Jesus will read, study, and obey the Word of God!  All 

learning rests on the truths found in this Book of books.  We learn 

to read so that we can read God’s precious Bible. Once we can read, 

these Scriptures become a filter that all information must pass 

through.  Things are accepted or rejected based on whether or not 

they adhere to the Word of God!  You and your children can 

acquire all kinds of knowledge, but if you miss the TRUTH found in 

God’s Word, you will remain foolish.    
 (For more information on teaching children the Bible, see Joyful and Successful 

Homeschooling Volume II chapter 3!) 

 
The tools for future learning in all areas are the Five R‟s—reading, (a)rithmetic, rhetoric, 

(w)riting, and research.  If the tools of learning are added to the foundation of God‟s TRUTH in 

your children‟s lives, they will be equipped to learn ALL things!  The Five R‟s are the tools of 

learning.  They cannot be replaced; none can be excluded if you want your students to excel in 

the art of learning.  These tools are introduced to the child, who is then taught to use them 

skillfully.  What follows is a lifetime of learning! 

 

“There is so much I want to cover this year….how am I going to get it all done?  

What should my priorities be?” 

 

I have been asked these, and similar questions, more times than I can count.  Personally, 

my favorite subjects to teach are history and music.  What fun we‟ve had exploring these 

subjects over the years.  I am fascinated by watching God move through history to exalt and tear 

down.  I especially love stories of His intervention in the lives of men.  But, I have learned that 

to give my children a quality education, I must major on the majors and minor on the minors.   

There are subjects and then there are subjects that are also tools and skills needed to learn 

every other subject.  When we give our children the tools of learning, they can explore every 

other subject to their hearts content. 
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 From Kindergarten to Twelfth grade, I try to keep the 5 R‟s predominate in my 

homeschooling.  I weave them into all that I teach or that we explore through a unit study.  I 

evaluate regularly, making sure that these things are built solidly into my children‟s lives.  Let‟s 

start with the first R:  Reading.   

 

Reading  

 

 How wonderful to open a book and embark on a grand adventure to a faraway place 

where heroic characters embark on exploits and everything works out in the end of the story!  

Reading is one of the joys of life for those who indulge in it!  Reading is also THE MOST 

IMPORTANT of all school subjects to master.  Reading is the cornerstone for every other 

subject. 

 Reading is necessary to learn almost anything.  Those who cannot read must find others 

to read aloud to them.  Books, articles, essays, and websites must be read to lay a foundation of 

learning.  Books open the door to knowledge, information and ideas! 

 Literacy is so important that First Lady Laura Bush committed her husband‟s presidency 

to its cause.  Literacy, the ability to read, write, listen and speak, is not as high in our nation as 

we would like to believe.  How many children graduate from high school with minimal reading 

skills?  Reading should be a school subject until your student is reading voraciously on his or her 

own.  Television is the biggest obstacle to the love of reading. 

Not only the ability to sound out words phonetically, reading is the skill of attaching 

meaning to each individual word and the text as a whole.  Comprehension is the ability to 

understand what is read, taking place at both the superficial level and at the deeper, inferred, 

level.  Fluency in reading occurs when words are read effortlessly with comprehension.  The 

ability to read usually takes place between the ages of three and eight, but fluency may take 

longer.  Fluency comes with time.  The more a child reads, the better reader he will become. 

It‟s not just that I want my children to read well, I want them to LOVE to read!  I want 

them to pick up books everyday for FUN!  If they love reading, then they can travel to exciting 

places, explore challenging ideas, and meet interesting people without ever leaving home!  

Learning will always be a breeze for the children who love to read! 

To foster a love of reading, I allow my children to choose the books they read within 

parameters.  I have reading lists on my website that are based on my actual bookshelves!  Feel 

free to download them for you own children. 

(http://www.joyfulandsuccessfulhomeschooling.com/readinglists.aspx ) 

The books on my bookshelves are always available for my children to read anytime they 

have finished their other schoolwork.  They keep a list of books they‟ve read and seldom write a 

book report (until high school).  We talk about the books they read, making it easy to discern 

their comprehension level.  Enthusiasm is a good clue that they comprehend what they are read. 

  

http://www.joyfulandsuccessfulhomeschooling.com/readinglists.aspx
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Reading aloud together as a family or with one child at a time is my very favorite part of 

homeschooling.  We always snuggle and cuddle while we read.  For twelve years, we read 

history books aloud, taking turns to share the load.  In elementary years, we read science aloud 

too.  And, of course, no one is ever too old to hear a good story—long or short!  Most 

importantly, we read God‟s Word aloud and discuss it with delighted, yet sober, hearts!  His 

Word brings light, truth, and wisdom to everyone in the family!   (For more information on 

teaching children Reading & Literature, see Joyful and Successful Homeschooling Volume II 

chapter 4!) 

 

(a)Rithmetic 

 

 Mathematics is the foundation for all of the sciences, as well as calculus, accounting, 

logic, probability, statistics, economics, business, engineering, and home management.  From 

wise consumers to CEO‟s, money managers must be skilled in mathematical concepts and 

arithmetic computation. 

 Mathematics allows us to develop logical reasoning skills and discovers patterns in the 

world around us.  Arithmetic, the most basic form of mathematics, provides students with the 

ability to add, subtract, multiply and divide.  The operations, used daily in real life, can be 

introduced to children through dividing candy or pizza, using money, taking turns, matching 

socks, and counting anything of value.  Most board games are valuable in reinforcing arithmetic 

skills.  Algebra introduces variables, equations, and problem solving, while geometry studies 

lengths, areas, angles and volumes with proofs. 

 Aside from acquiring skills needed for future studies, mathematics trains a child‟s brain 

to think logically and sequentially.  Children should do math each morning, Monday through 

Friday.  Starting the day with math is like an energizing workout for your brain.  While some 

children enjoy math more than others, all children benefit from its study! 

 (For more information on teaching children Mathematics, see Joyful and Successful 

Homeschooling Volume II chapter 5!) 

 

 

 

Rhetoric 
 

In a broad sense, rhetoric is the ability to use the power of language to persuade and 

inspire listeners to action of some kind. Although, rhetoric refers to the art of both speaking and 

writing, we will use the term „rhetoric‟ to refer to speaking and communication.  Speaking is, of 

course, the foundation of writing.   

 Lawyers, politicians, lobbyists, advertisers, and actors make a career out of speaking 

expressively.  Yet, all careers rely on speaking to others at least part of the time.  Communication 

skills can make or break a person in any job, and, more importantly, in any relationship. 
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 Martin Luther King, Jr., and Patrick Henry both gave speeches that affected our national 

agenda and course of action.  These speeches still move people today.  Not all children will be 

great speech givers, but all should have the opportunity to give speeches. 

Don‟t worry your third-grader doesn‟t need to give a formal speech.  But, casual 

conversations, questions, and answers are the beginning of education for young children.  Can‟t 

you remember all those “why” questions your three year old asked?  From the time your little 

ones can talk, engage them in conversation.  “Did you like the paintings in the museum?  Which 

ones were your favorites?”  “Which do you like better:  crunchy or smooth peanut butter?  

Why?”  “What was the best part of today?” you ask your son as the two of you clear the table.  

Don‟t shoo children away!  Talk!  Talk!  Talk!  Engage your child in conversation all the time.  

It is the easiest way to teach and learn. 

Children who express themselves clearly and graciously are respected and appreciated by 

the people around them.  Both expressing thoughts in a speech or engaging in informal 

conversation require a child to process and synthesize information.  It is an excellent way to 

discover what a child really knows.  Beyond parroting back dates, places and people, a good 

conversation with your young student will reveal the depth of their knowledge on a particular 

subject.  Speaking requires thought processes that stimulate intellectual growth.  The very act of 

communication will also increase their knowledge because they will be “working with the 

information.”  Verbal communication cannot be underestimated in the teaching/learning process! 

Natural and informal conversations with preschoolers lead to conversations with your 

elementary age children that allow you to evaluate within minutes what your child is learning 

from their school work and life experience.  If you and your child talk a lot about all kinds of 

things, it will be natural to say, “Jimmy, tell me about the book you are reading,” and Jimmy will 

proceed to give you a long explanation that gives you the plot, his favorite characters, and the 

theme!  (This is „Narration‟ for you „Living Books‟ educators!)  This conversation doesn‟t just 

happen—you build up to it!  When you are reading a textbook or story aloud, stop and ask one of 

the children to summarize “what‟s happened so far.”  Ask “why” questions like, “Why do you 

think Henry VIII wanted a new wife?”  “Why do you think Elizabeth I never married?” 

Before it‟s time for formal speeches, your child should have plenty of practice reading 

the Bible, stories, and poetry aloud.  Encourage expression, inflection, and enthusiasm in the 

presentation.  It is a great idea for older brothers and sisters to read to younger siblings or friends 

of the family for the first three years after they learn to read.  All my “new” readers were 

required to read to a younger sibling as a “daily chore.”  Seriously, they loved doing it and their 

little brother and sisters were blessed too!  Reading aloud expressively positively affects the way 

a person reads aloud silently.  Make sure your children hear a “voice full of expression” in their 

mind when they read, rather than a monotone voice. 

Learning to communicate clearly, concisely, and graciously makes it easy to learn to 

write.  Writing is simply another form of communication, using pen and paper, rather than the 

mouth!  (For more information on teaching children Verbal Communication, see Joyful and 

Successful Homeschooling Volume II chapter 6!) 
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 (w)Riting 

 

 Just when people stopped writing letters, email and instant messaging became popular.  

And though snail mail is fading, email is growing!  The human race wants to write, even if only 

on a computer keyboard. 

 God, Himself, put His Word into written form when the Holy Spirit inspired men to write 

the Holy Scriptures.  History is based on the written records people left behind for future 

generation to peruse and enjoy. 

 If children read good writing and can express themselves verbally on a variety of 

subjects, writing will be a breeze.  Writing is simply recording on paper what a child would say 

aloud, which is why the proper use of grammar in speaking is so important.  Let the transition 

from speaking to writing be easy and fun.  Children can write letters, lists, and stories for the 

entertainment of other family members!  Let them read stories aloud or write your grocery list 

for you to take with you when you shop.  If children write often, they will become better writers. 

 Writing concretely, concisely, and graciously is the goal of Understanding Writing, the 

writing curriculum I have used through the years.  Written by a homeschool mom, she stresses 

writing to glorify God.  We have added writing poetry, stories, journal entries, and other fun 

assignments to our writing lessons over the years.  Some of my children love to write and words 

just flow onto the paper.  Others have hated it at first.  Julianna did not become a great writer 

until she was a sophomore in high school.  Suddenly, all the writing she had done in the past 

“clicked” and she began writing with amazing skill.  Lo, and behold, after that, she liked to write. 

 Start with sentences.  A sentence has five things:  noun, verb, complete thought, capital 

letter at the beginning, and punctuation mark (period, question mark or exclamation mark) at the 

end.  Teach your children to examine their sentences for those five things.  Once that is down, 

help them to write clearly, using adjectives and adverbs, but avoiding clutter words such as very, 

a lot, and really. 

 The next step is paragraphs.  The most important writing skill to attain is the ability to 

write a great paragraph.  Great paragraphs contain well-written sentences that hang together in a 

sensible way.  Take years to help your child write great paragraphs.  The time investment will 

pay off, as paragraphs are put together to write wonderful essays, reports, and research papers.  

Correct their paragraphs and let them rewrite them.  Good writers always rewrite!  Descriptive 

paragraphs are the easiest paragraphs to start with because your children don‟t have to worry 

about dialog.  Then, move on to narrative paragraphs.   

 Again, the ability to write on a topic, expresses a deeper knowledge than the ability to 

bubble in answers on an exam or quiz.  Include writing in other subjects such as history and 

science.  (“Please write a short paragraph on the process of photosynthesis.”)  But, throughout 

the school years, teach writing as a separate subject, from first grade to senior year in high 

school.  If you give your children a strong foundation in writing, they will be far ahead of most 

college graduates.  Grammar and spelling are not writing.  They help a student to write better but 
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cannot substitute for writing.  Students should have the opportunity to write at least one 

paragraph a week for their entire homeschool career.  

 What if you have a high school student who cannot write?  Don‟t despair!  Just start with 

sentences, the basic building block and move on to paragraphs.  Have her write descriptive 

paragraphs about things she loves.     (For more information on teaching children writing, see 

Joyful and Successful Homeschooling Volume II chapter 7!) 

 

Research 
 

 This learning tool, sharpened in your child‟s hand, will open the door for a lifetime of 

learning about a plethora of subjects.  Research begins in infancy where babies watch, listen, 

touch, smell and taste the world around them.  They are researching!  Train yourself and your 

children to “tune in” to your five senses.  “What is that smell?”  “Do you hear that sound?”  

“What a beautiful use of color in that painting!” “I think I taste a hint of nutmeg in these 

cookies!”  “What instrument has joined the strings?”  Be observant and aware of your 

surrounding environment at all times. 

 In Understanding Writing, Susan Bradrick has young elementary children write 

descriptive paragraphs about a person, place or thing that is nearby.  The first step is to observe it 

with all five senses.  This simple basic starting point is not only necessary for writing, but all 

learning. Research begins with curiosity and continues with the organized study of a subject, 

skill, idea, or hypothesis.  Research can be as simple as making inquiries or as complex as a full 

exploration of a subject.  It is a lifelong skill! 

 It might be natural to you, when you are interested in a subject, to go to the library and 

check out books.  In our house, that comes right after “Googling” it.  And that raises a question, 

“With the World Wide Web around, do we really need to teach our children to research when all 

they have to do is “Google”? 

 That is a good question!  Frankly, I‟m not comfortable with everything I see on the 

internet.  Anyone can post a site, even posing as someone else.  We have to be careful about 

information we find on the internet.  While I have discovered wonderful things online, I don‟t 

ever want the internet to be my only source of information.   

Take your children to the library and show them around the Reference Department.  

Better yet, ask for a tour from the Reference Librarian.  Give them some simple assignments so 

that they can look things up in an encyclopedia, handbook, directory, almanac, or periodical.  

 At home, show them the parts of a book and how to look things up in books, textbooks, 

and magazines.  Give them simple assignments again—this time with a dictionary, thesaurus, 

and phone book.  Also, teach them to use the internet carefully for research. 

 Research begins with curiosity and requires that information be found, collected and 

interpreted.  Information or data can be found in books, textbooks, dictionaries, encyclopedias, 

atlases, directories, handbooks, web sites, newspapers, and magazine articles.  Experiments and 

interviews are another way to gather facts. 
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 The collection of research can be done with note taking, lists, index cards, or 

memorizing.  If a lot of data is required, the gathered facts must be stored in a file box, file folder 

or computer file so that it is not lost. Data must be interpreted so that it can be presented and/or 

applied.    

 Research is not a separate subject, but should be taught through other subjects.  Research 

works well in history, science, and geography.  Children enjoy science experiments, science fair 

projects, country reports, or history projects.  All require the collection of data.  The next step is 

to do something with the information. 

 Research can be presented at a science fair or in writing through an essay, report, article, 

or research paper.  Another method is to give a speech or explain everything verbally.  This 

explanation can be given to the family after dinner.  Research can also be applied in everyday 

life situations.  Performing a task, such as fixing the family computer, after weeks of research 

would fit the bill!  Research on diet and nutrition may lead to menu and lifestyle changes.  

Research is easy to make fun because we research in so many ways without realizing it—finding 

a recipe, comparing prices to find a bargain, planning a vacation, or making a family tree.  Add a 

little bit of research to your school—it‟s fun!   (For more information on teaching children 

Research, see Joyful and Successful Homeschooling Volume II chapter 13!) 

 

The Tools Build Two More R’s! 
 

 Why do we build in the first place?  What is our goal?  Is it just that our children become 

fountains of knowledge?  Is that what education is?  I think that true education leads to healthy 

relationships and right living!  According to the book of Proverbs and the rest of Scripture, 

knowledge should always lead to wisdom.  Wisdom is the application of knowledge and moral 

purity to daily life.  We serve a God of relationships, a Father who so loved the world, that He 

had a plan to rescue it!  Our dear Heavenly Father values His relationship with us.  He wants us 

to have loving relationships with one another too! 

 As you lay this foundation of TRUTH and build with the 5 R‟s, keep these goals in mind! 

 

Relationships 
 

Lives are changed in the context of relationships!  People, including your children, 

hunger and seek to be loved and understood.  The security that comes with healthy relationships 

allows people to learn and grow, reaching their full potential and destiny.   

The most important relationship that your child will ever have is his/her relationship with 

the Lord.  Let your little ones see how much you love the Lord, especially by setting aside time 

each day to spend in prayer and Bible reading.  Be committed to church, tithing, obedience, and 

serving because you love Jesus with all your heart.  Teach your children to have a relationship 

with Him too!  Show them how to have a daily Quiet Time and read the Word of God.  Make 

this about having a RELATIONSHIP with Jesus, not something legalistic or boring.  In the 
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beginning, they will share your relationship with Jesus, but eventually they will have their own--

the age will vary child to child.   

When they learn something in science, show them how God is an Amazing Creator who 

spoke the world into existence.  When you study history, allow them to see God‟s hand in the 

rise and fall of nations.  Let all that you learn turn to deeper respect and admiration for our dear 

Lord Jesus! 

Children (and adults too!) want to model people they admire and trust, especially if they 

believe those people have their best interest at heart.  When your child enjoys a healthy 

relationship with you, he/she is more likely to try to imitate your life, as well as attempt to please 

you!  This desire to please parents is present in almost all children, but ebbs away in teenage 

years if the relationship does not remain strong. 

Rules without relationship breed rebellion.  Homeschooling without healthy relationships 

can often melt down into a battle of wills with you and your child at opposite ends of the battle.  

If you are in a situation where you have removed your child from a school situation to help with 

character issues, then take heart.  Parent-child relationships are easy to strengthen.  The reason is 

that both parents and children (even if they don't admit it!) long to be close to one another.  

Coffee at Starbucks or a Happy Meal at Mc Donald's is a great start!  Set aside time to just be 

together!  Children spell love "T-I-M-E" so give your child time with you and watch the 

relationship begin to grow. 

Family members, though filled with love for one another, can take each other for 

granted.  Go out of your way to show affection and appreciation to your children.  Notice when 

their room is tidy, not just when they need reminders to clean it.  Blow trumpets when they do 

their chores without a gentle nudge from you!  Brag about them to your friends, especially when 

they can overhear.  Praise hard work and effort even when it doesn't lead to success.  Lavish your 

children with hugs, kisses, and cuddling.  They are never too old!  An atmosphere of gratitude 

and affection allows relationships to grow stronger.  And of course, communication helps 

relationships grow stronger too! 

Relationships work best when the people involved do things God‟s way.  Allowing pride, 

selfishness, and sin to creep into our lives harms our relationships.  Greed which leads to over-

spending and debt will harm a marriage.  Rebellion in a teen will harm his relationship with his 

parents.  On the other hand, love for people we value motivates us to do the right thing! 
 

Right Living 
 

Woven throughout all of life, is our desire to please God, to make Jesus happy.  We do 

this by living obedient lives, seeking His Kingdom first, and keeping in step with the Holy 

Spirit.  Right living flows out of our relationship with Jesus.  As we read His Word, we know 

how to live.  As we get closer to Him, yielding more and more to the Holy Spirit, righteousness 

flows out into our behavior, character, and speech.  We become more and more like Jesus.   

Right living depends on our relationship with Jesus and the habits we build into our life.  

Education should lead to right living.  It should focus on application to daily life and include 

instruction in character, habits, routines, and life skills. 
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Model good habits such as Quiet Times, healthy living, reading, kind communication, 

quiet conflict resolution, scheduling, clutter control, staying on a budget, family mealtimes, and 

honoring your own parents with weekly phone calls or visits.  Build habits into your children.  

The disciplines of the Christian life and the patterns of successful people often boil down to daily 

routines and habits.  A disciplined person gets more accomplished and is less stressed out 

because they are not a day late and a dollar short.  

 

Before my children are two years old, they begin to do their "Five Things": 

 

1.  Bed made 

2.  Dressed and hair brushed 

3.  Teeth brushed  

4.  Room cleaned 

5.  Personal Quiet Time finished   

 

They do their "Five Things" before breakfast each morning.  At breakfast, they relax and 

read the comics while they eat the cereal they have made for themselves.  When they are 

finished, they begin their math.  This daily routine brings order to our day.   While they are busy 

with their routine, I am busy with mine.  We all know what we're doing and the morning begins 

smoothly.  After the morning routine, we work together on school work and I am with them until 

they finish.  

Let what your children learn be applied to real life and serving others whenever possible.  

Education allows children to be more effective in their witness and service!  Give them this 

vision:  learn to glorify God and serve people!   

Explain how an education enables us to defend the Gospel.  We can talk to atheists, 

evolutionists, and socialists about the TRUTH from God‟s Word, if we are educated.  Don‟t be 

afraid to teach children what the world believes and why it is wrong.  If you take your child to 

Disney World, they will be bombarded with evolution, so why not teach them in advance about 

Creationism and why it is a better way to interpret the scientific evidence.  Talk about different 

governments and explain how and why building theories based on humanism and “man‟s innate 

goodness” don‟t work because of original sin. 

Talk about different careers and how they bless others.  Then talk about the knowledge 

needed to engage in those careers.  This brings education to a practical level.  Children should 

understand why education is important.   

Purity is a big part of right living.  Purity should characterize what we say, do, listen to, 

and watch.  If I wouldn't say it, why should I listen to it?  If I wouldn't do it, why should I watch 

it?  These two questions give much wisdom in discerning what to watch on TV, listen to on the 

radio, or read.  If we guard our hearts and minds from exposure to sin, we are ahead in the battle 

for our children's purity!  

Another aspect of right living is treating one another with respect and kindness (we're 

back to relationships here!) because most of obedience to God is concerned about how we treat 

one another!   
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Keeping the Main Thing the Main Thing! 
 

 If you can keep these five R‟s in mind as we move into all the different subjects that 

homeschooling parents teach their children, you will be ahead of the game.  These subjects can 

be taught alone, but should also be interwoven into other subjects.  History and Science are both 

easy subjects to add reading, writing, speaking, and research to.  It may take a little more 

imagination to add arithmetic.  

 In a science study of oceanography, children can write a poem about the ocean (writing!), 

read The Old Man and the Sea (reading!), perform a skit on a turtle hatching and getting back out 

to his ocean home (speaking!), learn more about Sea World and other marine parks (research!), 

and compare the life span of a sea turtle to a human (math!).  These assignments reinforce the 

importance of the five foundational subjects!  Building skill in the Five R‟s sets your child up for 

a lifetime of successful learning!  Remember to keep the main thing (The Five R‟s), the main 

thing! 

 

 Don’t forget to use your Joyful and Successful 

Homeschooling:  Your Homeschooling Journey Workbook 

to keep track of ideas that surface as you read through the 

following chapters.  I suggest that you read a chapter and fill 

out the workbook page, one chapter at a time.  There is a lot 

of information coming up.  Buckle up…let’s go!  

 
  


